
 

 

STATE OF COLORADO } 
    } SS. 
County of Grand  } 
 

At a regular meeting of the Board of County Commissioners for the Grand County, 
Colorado, held at the Court House in Hot Sulphur Springs on Tuesday, the 3rd day of July, 2007, 
there were present: 

 
 James L. Newberry              , Commissioner Chairman 
 Nancy Stuart____________, Commissioner 
 Gary Bumgarner                  , Commissioner 
 Anthony J. DiCola               , County Attorney  
 Lurline Underbrink Curran  , County Manager 
 Sara L. Rosene                     , Clerk of the Board 
 

when the following proceedings, among others, were had and done, to wit: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2007-7-1 

AND 

ORDINANCE NO. 8 

 

A RESOLUTION AND ORDINANCE ADOPTING “OPEN FIRE” CONTROL 

MEASURES AND ESTABLISHING CRIMINAL PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION 

THEREOF OR OF EXISTING COUNTY BURN CONTROLS 

 
WHEREAS, open fires can be a prime cause of forest and brush fires in Grand County, 

and C.R.S. § 30-15-401(1)(N.5) authorizes the Board of County Commissioners of the County of 
Grand, State of Colorado to prohibit open fires within those portions of the unincorporated areas 
of the County where the danger of forest or grass fires is found to be high, based on competent 
evidence; and 

 
WHEREAS, “Competent evidence” under C.R.S. § 30-15-401 may include, but is not 

limited to, the recommendation of local fire officials and any other indices of information; and  
 
 WHEREAS, it is the present consensus of the community’s combined fire authorities that 
adopting “open fire” controls, limiting the size and purpose of outdoor fires in Grand County, as 
a preliminary stage of local fire regulation, is in the best interests of the safety and well being of 
the residents of Grand County; and  
 
 WHEREAS, such control measures would not conflict with Stage I through Stage III fire 
restrictions that may be further enacted in addition to this ordinance, pursuant to local, state, and 
federal fire protection plans and intergovernmental agreements; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of the County of Grand finds, based 
upon competent evidence, including the fact that the majority of lodge pole pine trees in Grand 



 

 

County are dead, dying, or diseased as a result of the Mountain Pine Beetle infestation, that the 
danger of wildfires, including forest or grass fires, is high; and 
 
 WHEREAS, dead trees are especially dangerous when they are adjacent to electric power 
poles. 
  
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF GRAND: 
 

1. “Open fires” not expressly excluded or excepted herein are hereby immediately 
prohibited within unincorporated Grand County. 

 
2. For the purposes of this Ordinance and Resolution, “open fires” shall be defined as 

“any outdoor burning of a size greater than that stated in paragraph 2(f), conducted 
without a burning permit, in violation of the terms of a burning permit, or outside an 
identified burning permit season.”  
This Ordinance and Resolution excludes, excepts and does not prohibit:  

a. attended fires permitted or supervised by a political subdivision of the State of 
Colorado; 

b. attended air curtain destructors; 
c. attended fires contained within liquid- or gas-fueled stoves;  
d. household appliances and fireplaces within buildings; 
e. self contained and enclosed charcoal grills (off the ground) at private 

residences; 
f. attended outdoor fires where the fuel being burned is contained in an 

incinerator, outdoor fireplace, barbeque grill, barbeque pit, or permanent fire 
pit or grate located on developed picnic grounds or campgrounds, with 
adequate fire suppression equipment present, and a total fuel area not in 
excess of 3 feet (914 mm) in diameter and 2 feet (610mm) in height; or 

g. attended burning of ditches for agricultural purposes. 
 

3. This Ordinance and Resolution does not prevent the subsequent adoption of more 
stringent regulations on the recommendation of local fire authorities or the 
implementation of additional fire restrictions under local, state, and federal fire 
protection plans and intergovernmental agreements which would supplement the open 
fire controls initiated hereby. 

 
4. Pursuant to C.R.S. § 30-15-402.5, this Ordinance and Resolution shall be enforced by 

the Grand County Sheriff’s Office and any other Peace Officer with authority in 
Grand County.  This Ordinance and Resolution shall also be enforced by any Chief, 
member or officer, whether paid or unpaid, of any Fire Protection District located 
within the County of Grand, State of Colorado and any employee of the Grand 
County Natural Resources Department. 

 
Violations of any provision of this Ordinance and Resolution shall be a Class 2 Petty 
Offense, and under penalty and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine of not 



 

 

more than One Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($1000.00) for each separate violation 
together with a surcharge of Ten and 00/100 Dollars ($10.00) that shall be paid to the 
Clerk of the Court by the defendant, excluding civil damages to be paid to the local 
fire districts in accordance with annually adopted fee schedules. 
 
Additionally, anyone starting, maintaining, or permitting open burning in violation of 
this Ordinance and Resolution shall be responsible for any and all costs associated 
with extinguishing the fire and for any damages caused as a result of the fire. 

5. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Resolution and Ordinance No. 8 shall become effective as of July 3, 2007 at 
5:00 p.m. MST.  

6. SEVERABILITY 

If any paragraph or subparagraph of this Ordinance is held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional by a Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not 
invalidate the remainder of this Ordinance and, to this end, the provisions of this 
Ordinance are declared to be severable. 

The foregoing text is the authentic text of Grand County Resolution No. 2007-7-1, and 
Ordinance No. 8. 

The first reading of said Resolution and Ordinance took place on July 3, 2007. It was published in 
full in the Middle Park Times on the _____th day of ________, 2007; the Winter Park Manifest on the 
_____th day of ________, 2007; and the Sky-Hi News the _____th day of ________, 2007. After a public 
hearing it was adopted on the _____th day of ________, 2007 and ordered republished by title only in the 
    on   , 2007; the      on   , 2007; 
and the      on   , 2007. 

Upon motion duly made and accepted the foregoing resolution was adopted by the 
following vote: 

…………………………………………………… Aye 
 

…………………………………………………… Aye 
 

…………………………………………………… Aye 
 

        Commissioners 
STATE OF COLORADO } 
    } SS. 
County of Grand  } 
 
 I, ………………………………………….., County Clerk and ex-officio Clerk of the 
Board of County Commissioners in and for the County and State aforesaid do hereby certify that 



 

 

the annexed and foregoing Order is truly copied from the Records of the Proceedings of the 
Board of County Commissioners for said Grand County, now in my office. 
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said 
County, at Hot Sulphur Springs, this ……….. day of …………………. A.D. 20…… 
   County Clerk and ex-officio Clerk of the Board of Commissioners.  
 
…………………………………………… 
 
 


